A HISTORY OF POLAND
courtiers and officials naturally increased with the grow-
ing number of principalities, courts, and princely
retinues. The spirit of independence penetrated even
the clergy, hitherto the obedient tool of the temporal
power. The whojc Church was then striving for political
dominance, and with the help of the lay oligarchy the
Polish clergy shook off the fetters of royal authority.
Their influence only grew during the consequent Tatar
invasions, when the peril and terror of war sent a wave
of religions piety and devotion even through the most
pagan districts, and rich men gave great sums to the priest-
hood, and poor men turned monk or mystic. The
martyrdom and subsequent canonization of the Bishop
Stanislaw furnished the test and became the triumph of
the increasingly powerful clerical party in the State.
At die close of this period anew political class appeared
in die country, namely, the foreign merchants, traders,
and skilled artisans who settled in Poland at the invitation
of one or another of the princes. This party, which laid
the foundation of future Polish trade, well knew its value
and importance in the young State, and profiting by each
turn of the political tide to secure new privileges mid
concessions, became speedily a powckrful factor in the
country, even to the extent, on one occasion, of placing
its own. nominee on die dirone of Cracow.
It was not without a struggle that the triumph of the
aristocracy over die royal authority was finally attained.
Wladislaw EL (1138-1159), die successor of Bolcslaw III,
attempted to strengthen the central administration and to
reunite the divided kingdom ; and he planned to expel
his brothers from their appanages. In face of the fierce
opposition of both lay and clerical aristocracy, however,
he lost the dirone of Cracow; and all his endeavours,